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RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE “RESOLUTION ADOPTING A POLICY FOR 
NAMING BUILDINGS, MEMORIALS, PARKS, SITES AND FACILITIES OF 
SHELBY COUNTY GOVERNMENT,” TO AMEND THE PROCEDURES FOR 
NAMING COUNTY PARKS, SITES, ROADS, BRIDGES, FACILITIES OR ANY 
OTHER COUNTY PROPERTY TO PROHIBIT THE NAMING OF ANY SHELBY 
COUNTY PROPERTY AFTER U.S. PRESIDENT DONALD JOHN TRUMP, THE 
45TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. SPONSORED BY COMMISSIONER 
TAMI SAWYER.

WHEREAS, the Shelby County Board of Commissioners implemented a policy for 

naming public buildings, memorials, parks, sites and facilities of Shelby County Government 

by adopting Resolution No. 29, on December 4, 2006, entitled “Resolution Adopting a Policy 

for Naming Buildings, Memorials, Parks, Sites and Facilities of Shelby County Government” 

(Resolution No. 29); 

WHEREAS, the purpose of Resolution No. 29 was to establish guidelines and procedures 

to be used in the naming of county parks, sites, roads, bridges, facilities, statutes, busts, and 

memorials or any other county property that reflected the diversity of this county; 

WHEREAS, The Shelby County Board of Commissioners now desires to amend 

procedures for naming/renaming of county property set forth in Resolution No. 29 as follows:

Naming of county parks, sites, roads, bridges, facilities, and any other 
county property

The names of all county parks, sites, roads, bridges, facilities, and any other 
county property shall be determined in accordance with requirements set 
forth herein:



A. Existing county parks, sites, roads, bridges, facilities, and any other county 
property may retain the name which has been historically accepted through 
common usage.

B. New or existing parks, sites and facilities may be named:
1. For the neighborhood, community, district or region in which the park, site, 

or facility is located;
2. After the primary street which it abuts; or
C. In exceptional cases, a new or existing park, site, road, bridge, facility, or 

any other county property may be named for a person, ideal, concept, or 
historical event of significance to the community, county, nation or world. 
In cases where the park, site, road, bridge, facility, or any other county 
property is named for an individual, that person, in general, should be 
deceased. However, recognizing that under the rarest conditions an 
individual living may be worthy of such honor, a new or existing park, site 
or facility may be named for a person that is still living. In either case, 
deceased or living, that person must meet one or more of the following 
criteria:

1. The person has a significant association with the park, site or facility;
2. The person has contributed significantly to the community or area in which 

the park, site or facility is located;
3. The person has achieved significant recognition historically on the county, 

state, national or international level; or
4. The person has been honored for service with the armed forces of the United 

States of America.
D. If the County Commission determines that a park, site, road, bridge, facility, 

or any other county property should be named or renamed, the County shall 
solicit suggestions for names of the property. All suggestions, whether 
solicited or independently offered, shall be acknowledged by the General 
Government Committee. 

E. Following a review of recommendations, suggestions, and public comments 
by the General Government Committee, such Committee may reduce the 
number suggestions by including the new name for the property in its 
recommendation to the County Commission.

F. If the property is to be named after an individual who was never been a 
resident of Shelby County, then the resolution shall be accompanied by an 
exhibit of a name nominating petition signed by at least 25 voters who are 
registered in any district in Shelby County, Tennessee.  Exception: No 
property belonging to Shelby County, Tennessee shall be named after the 
45th U.S. President Donald John Trump or any other impeached president 
of the United States.  

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2019, the U.S. House of Representatives voted to impeach 

the 45th President, Donald John Trump, for abuse of power and obstruction of Congress1 making 

1 History.com/this-day-in-history/president-trump-impeached-house-of-representatives.  



him the third U.S. president in history to be impeached; and

WHEREAS, on January 13, 2021, the House of Representatives impeached President 

Donald Trump for a second time citing his role in the riot that occurred on the U.S. Capitol on 

January 6, 20212 making him the first president to be impeached twice.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF SHELBY OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, that the following 

amendment to Resolution No. 29 is hereby approved as follows:

F. If the property is to be named after an individual who was never been a 
resident of Shelby County, then the resolution shall be accompanied by 
an exhibit of a name nominating petition signed by at least 25 voters 
who are registered in any district in Shelby County, Tennessee.  
Exception: No property belonging to Shelby County, Tennessee shall 
be named after the 45th U.S. President Donald John Trump or any other 
impeached president of the United States.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall become effective in accordance 

with the Shelby County Charter, Article II, Section 2.06(B), the public welfare requiring same.

_____________________________
Lee Harris, County Mayor

Date: _______________________

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Clerk, County Commission

2 “Donald Trump becomes the first U.S. president to be impeached twice.” Pbs.org/newshour/politics/majority-of-
house-members-vote-for-2nd-impeachment-of-trump. 



ADOPTED: __________


