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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SHELBY COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE ESTABLISHING A BLACK CAUCUS FOR PURPOSES OF ADDRESSING THE 
CONCERNS OF BLACK COMMUNITIES LOCATED IN SHELBY COUNTY.  SPONSORED BY 
COMMISSIONER TAMI SAWYER, COMMISSIONER EDMUND H. FORD, JR., COMMISSIONER 
VAN D. TURNER, JR., CHAIRMAN EDDIE S. JONES, JR., COMMISSIONER MICKELL LOWERY, 
COMMISSIONER WILLIE F. BROOKS, JR., COMMISSIONER MICHAEL WHALEY AND 
COMMISSIONER REGINALD MILTON.
_______________________________________________________________________ 

WHEREAS, the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) was created in 1971 by black 
members of the U.S. House of Representatives as a means of providing a political voice for 
black Americans where their concerns about “social justice, welfare, education, employment, 
and [affordable housing]”1 could be addressed by elected leaders;   

WHEREAS, as far as legislative blocks at the federal level go, the CBC is a formidable 
one. Similarly, the Board of Commissioners now desires to create a Black Caucus at the local level 
to address legislative issues surrounding the inadequacy of social justice, education, employment, 
housing and similar concerns permeating many black communities in Shelby County;

WHEREAS, even 50 years after the creation of the CBC, one’s zip code (particularly in 
racially segregated communities) still determines the quality of schools, the quality of neighborhood 
and the public services one has access to but this should not be the case as already acknowledged 
by this body, in a separate resolution, that racism is a pandemic adversely affecting the emotional 
and physical health of several black families within our community; 

WHEREAS, similar to the composition of the CBC, it is anticipated that the County 
Commission’s Black Caucus will be a non-partisan body made up of black members of the County 
Commission to develop legislative policies and reforms for the betterment of black communities and 
others of similar experience and situation in Shelby County; and

1 “Black Power Politics: The Congressional Black Caucus.” https://rediscovering-black-
history.blogs.archives.gov/2016/09/13/black-power-politics-the-congressional-black-caucus/



WHEREAS, the Tennessee Attorney General has previously opined that the state (of which 
the county is an instrumentality) does not violate certain federal and/or state anti-discrimination laws 
by providing “funding, support, or staff to a discriminatory caucus…” so long as the discriminatory 
caucus does not exclude participation in a program on the basis of race, color, or national 
origin…Further, it is doubtful that a caucus would even fall under the statutory definition of “program 
or activity.””2 (emphasis added).  

             NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, that the County Commission Black Caucus is hereby created 
to make recommendations to the full commission on legislative policies that ensure equal rights, 
opportunity, and access to black communities and other marginalized communities in Shelby County.

           BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect in accordance with the 
Shelby County Charter, Article II, Section 2.06 (B), the public welfare requiring same. 

________________________
                                       LEE HARRIS 

Shelby County Mayor

Date:                                                               

ATTEST:

Clerk of County Commission

2 Tenn. Op. Atty. Gen. No. 06-004 (Jan. 6, 2006)



ADOPTED:  


